Men from fhe 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry, fmd a rice cache hldden in fhe Dak }!yunh and

Dak Truille River system. This was a small portion of the 61,000 pounds of rice that units
of the Famous Fighting Fourth Division have collected in the Le Trung District of the Cen-
tral Highlands. (USA Photo By S5P4 .ken Uhlar)

AIIles In 'No Man's Laid”

By SP4 John Uhlar ~ thj;:)ughout the rocky terrain. dom' in the Centr - Highlands,
S Y IIREBASE BLACKl::\s“;lo(mE— cryptic network of tribu-- _has been successfu . peneirated

tarzes feedmg‘_ the Dak Pyunh
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Dmsmsa s Medlcs
 Give Prompt Help

By SP4 Michael O. Jones

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —
It was still early, and the men of
Company C, 4th Medical Battal-
ion were havmg a fairly light
day.

A Montagnard boy who had
‘broken his leg in an early-morn-
ing accident was resting easily
while waiting to be transferred
in the 71st Evacuation Hespital.

A Slick, with some men who
had been injured, was expected
to arrive soon..

Suddenly a call from the com-
imunications bunker broke the
-atmosphere. ‘A LOH is bringing
in one ambulatory and _ene litter
_ patient.”

The reaction was smmediate.

Men ran toward the helipad fo.
bring the wounded up the hill

into which the aid station ‘is

The Slick came in just as the
Light Observation Helicopter
(LOH) landed and soon the

treatment room was full of ac-

tivity.

“The work we do here is most-
ly geared toward treatment that
will take care of injuries requir-
ing immediate attention,” Cap-
tain Seymour Leiner of
Brooklyn, N.Y. said.

“We transfer those who re-
quire further treatment to 7lst
Evacuation Hospital after pre-
liminary care is administered
here.”

The aid station is at Landing

 Zone Mary Lou, the base camp

of the Famous Fighting Fourth

Division’s 2nd Brigade.
1t’s the first step on the road

to recovery for anyone injured
(Continued on Back Page)
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dominated by ‘mile upon mile of “This week, the-low rumble of
rice p arddles mterspersed “Famous Flgm"mg Fourth Divi--

sion tanks and armored assaultm - |

R&R in Vung PYau for you.

must be received by the Division PIO not later
than April 21, 1969, along with the name, rank
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4th DIVISIOh s Soldlers:

What*s in ndmc’? It could be a three-day

If

vehicles from Charlie Troop, 2nd
Sguadmn 1st: Cavalry; Delta -

Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cav-" -
PULEI KLENG — Charhe

“fired his105mm at Landing Zone
(LZ) 20:for five days; then he
fired once too often ‘and was
spotted by a sharp-eyed For-

waldaAu' Contrpl (FAC)pilot.-
The 1st Briga ade’s 1st ‘Battal-
wn, 8th' Infantry had been re-
ceiving 105mm fire-at their com-
mand post (CP) on LZ 20 for
fwe daw but nobody -had been
,,—-‘.s_ g ""“U'CC g
Sl 3= Y V,;:%-ﬂ_lhx oy

of McK zapﬁrt 4. who i
signed to Direct Air “Sugport
Center Alpha, was flying a nor-
imal observation patiérn ap-
proximately 10 kxlometers from

" “LZ 20 he caught sight f two

puffs of smoke ‘abgut 209 meters
apart. Immediately he radioed
LZ 20 and asked if they had just
received; ounds of mcommg
— the re as+‘Roger that!”
The sourceshad heen gi 34

Ahlpha Blzgerg, ﬁm’»«Baitahon
29t Aﬁﬂ o V=5
ti e ﬁg{lesﬁ“ aptain
Hawle D ded were soon
brack&ied ant. the ordsr, ‘“‘fire
for effect,” was<given.

The area wheréithe smoke had
been seepn was saturated with
105mm fire from: Alpha Bat-
tery’s hjtmn 10 ulometers
away m‘, devasta{mg 1751;

. (Col :jm m Saclc"l"age)

e

5T

cin-"

€6 ac-

alvyy and Popular Force ynits
from Le Trung Distriet sigraled
- the ominous tones of -alied en-
‘croachment inte No Mad’s Land.

Lieutenant Colonst Richard A.
Miller - of Linszs; Okla., 2nd
Squadron; Lv( Cavalry* com-
mander, ;mpomted from the air
suspecied areas™ of enemy en-
camppments and: food supply de-
pals.

Nearing thetr target areas, the

PN

armored column; which: had be- -

~ gun scratching - the surface ‘two

'da_vs before, now was stngpmg

bare what had béen a major

_supply and training facility for

Communist personnel.

At least a.score of hastily &
evacuated basecamps, more™
than 100 bunkers and numerous
food supply points were un-
cove:

H_)""

'rh«: Iﬂ&n‘lﬂm 5& _._;.4‘.

and platoon size-sleeping quat-

ters used within the past twu .
days. They also uncovered a

‘~huge quantity of rice and ba-
':‘I}:anas concealed

in trees, in
ickets, and below ground.
‘Contact was brief put furious.

Sthall enemy units assigned to

-i:%uede the Famous ¥ighting

rih’s progress remained be-
Hird to salvage what supplies
they could and to mine Ameri-
¢an avenues of approach.
To date, 61,000 pvunds of rice,
150 pounds of corn, 10%A ounds
of bananas, 250 pounds Obaedi-
cal cotton, in addition 10 “«g.

sorted mlhtary clothing and 2.

small amount of ammo, have
been seized.

No Man’s Land. which had
once afforded &= g s /
the Gpparalleléi=— = “?E_*

& B e

E—
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>name to repla
- Division,”

“ wlll "be awarded

¥ Famous Fight'mff

the “4th Dmsx@

The 4th Infatry Division is sedrchmg for a
ithe terms “Ivymen’” and “ly

which ‘s finally

A i n.country R&R.
The name “Tyymen has served proudly,

just as have the w7t Whowave borne that name.
But it4s fime &> é change. Men who fight as
loyaily and vichtiously as the men of the

iFourth should bear a name
their battle prowess.

Jeen organized to encourage
ficers and enlisted men of
re ellglble Suggested names

more- indicative
A contest ha:
suggestions. éelh

The warson -who suggests the name.
I5en by a panel of judges

and unit of the originator. All suggestions. will be
considered by a panel of officers and enlisted
men and the most suitable name will be adopted.
The 4th Division patch will remain the same.

You can use the entry blank below to sub-
mit vour suggestion. Or, jot down your idea,
togethex. with your name and unit, on a piece
of paper aid give it to your unif PIO, IVY LEAF
stringer or headquarters for relay to the Divi-
sion_ PIO. Suggestions will also be taken by
phone at Camp ¥nari 154.

Don’t waste any time.
could mean a new name for
a three-day R&R for you.

Your suggestion
the Division and

| s soay ez
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Marijuana Control

THE USE OF MARIJUANA, barbiturates, stimulants and nar-

cotics throughout the Republic of South Vietnam has reached
extremely dangerous proportions. Hence, I want to make the
following points clear to each man in this Division.

In regard to marijuana, there are some dangerous misconcep-
tions. Claims have been made that it has no harmful side effects
and that it can be stopped at will. This, is not so. The Council
on Mental Health and the Committee on Drug Dependence of the
American Medical Association have recently stated in no uncertain
terms that marijuana is a dangerous drug and a public health
concern,

The marijuana available in Vietnam is potent and does produce
moderately severe intoxication. It also produces changes in
behavior that may be harmful to the user as well as those around
him. Numerous incidents #nvolving weapons, grenades, and
vehicle accidents can be traced to marijuana and other drugs.

Here in Vietnam your life and those of your buddies depend on
alertness and quick reaction. Marijuana robs soldiers of this type
of response.

T IS TRUE THAT there is no physical addiction to marijuana,
but there is a very strong psychological dependence on the drug
which has the same consequence. More important, the use of
opium and heroin is increasing at an alarming rate and is always
associated with the previous use of marijuana.

Once one hecomes psychologically dependent, the need for the
drug increases, and so does the amount of money needed to obtain
the drug.

This places people in a position where they have to obtain
money by illegal means such as theft or selling information or other
goods, Users are also often singled out for blackmail, The penalties
for being convicted of carrying or using marijuana are strict in the
military and even more so in civilian life,

The short-lived kick from marijuana and other drugs is not
worth your life, either on the battlefield or in your future at home.
Fsychological dependence on drugs here will be carried home, and .
instead of building a future for yourself, you will be a social outCast
without family, friends, or job,

0 have trie

Speaks Out
Power Of Attorney

BEFORE SERVICEMEN EXECUTE a power of attorney, they
should stop a second and think what the power of attorney
means. » ' :
Power of attorney is that authority you give someone to act
in any legal act for you in your absence. £
Powers of attorney are of two typcs_—gcneral and spec;al. <
A general power of attorney, not limited as to duration, 1‘?
generally regarded as continuing until the power is revok?f} b§
the death of the principal or by an act of the 'prmcu)al. There OflL:
it is advisable to insert a termination clause in all powers, usually
for the period of an overseas tour. -
The general power of attorney gives a person the avuthmny
to act in your absence on any legal act — buying a car, selling your
home or taking money from your account. e
On the other-hand, a special. power.of attorney 1s limited 10 he
specific act described in the instrument. Examples would be 1ecelpt.
or indorsement of treasury checks, shipment of household goods or
real estate transactions. : e e
e T i T
General powers of attorney are very dangerous ins xun}(n S
the hz::nds oflpersons inexperienced in business matters, persons of
unstable temperament, or in the hands of a wife when the marriage
has reached the breaking point. ; % : Mo
ANOTHER POINT TO TAKE into consideration are stale iaws
regarding powers of attorney. Some states require that the power
be recorded. If so, when the power is revoked, that also must be
recorded or you are still liable for any debts incurred by the person
holding the power. S - e
Power of attorney can be revoked by a writlen notice t
person holding the power or it can be revoked orally. 'Thl.? notice
is in effect when it has been received by the holder and js witnessed

by a third party.

€ 'ne » 188 dOIﬂ\'f\uh N
is 1 d that power of attorney be issue 3 er
S : there appears to be a :lleed Toe

is instr iti under no circumstances should an un-
this instrument. In addition, IR Aes Aok s
other provisions for re-

there is either an immediate need or

restricted general power of :attorney !
it contains a specific terminal date or
vocation.

April 13, 196

(i llath s Message

WHILF IN “THE NAM” or

back inf‘ﬂ‘he World,” how often

have y& heard someone inter-
ject thel words into a conversa-
tion: “F doesn’t matter what
you belive, just as long as you
believe.” No doubt you have
heard ths philosophy vocalized
more tha once.

Maybe you have uttered sim-
ilar words yourself. When you
sit downand think about it, how
does 'this philosophy strike your
sense of bgic? Are beliefs so tri-
vial, so unimportant that it
doesn’t «nake any difference
what youbelieve?

Two “centuries ago when a
man becéme ill and had to be
confined {o bed it was common
practice/to “let” his blood. Ac-
cording Yo the belief of that day,
once his bad blood had been
drained off he would be restored
to health.

To the edonsternation of many,
however, sfter a series of blood
lettings were inflicted on the
sick man, he, as a rule, took a
turn for e worse rather than
for the better. An amazingly
high pertentage never recov-
ered from the ordeal. They sim-
ply expired. /

THE NEXT TIME YOU be-
come ill, do you want someone
to drain your blood into a cup?
Evidently beliefs do matter in
the field of medieine.

In sociglegy, psychology, as-
tronomy, Sphysics; and almost
any other field of human endea-
vor, what you believe, in the fi-
nal analysis, is deemed to be of

When it comes to religion,
however, the value of beliefs is
negated by popular opinion. This
is where the refrain, ‘It doesn’t
matter what you believe; just &<
long as you believe,” stiikes
with all its fury. Can it be that
religion is so far removed from
all other areas of life?

SUPPOSE TWO MEN believe
in God and their thoughts on
who God is are diametrically op-
posed. One man believes in a
distant, remote, absentee God
who has not the faintest interest
in this twirling little speck of
dust on which we live. The other

man believes in a personal God
of love who takes an active in-
terest in us by becoming one of
us; by living with us, eating our
bread, bleeding our blood, and
dying our deat.

He triumphs over death and
promises to stick with us
through thick and thin in time
and all eternity. Can you honest-
ly say that the respective beliefs
of these two men will have no
effect on their lives as they en-
counter the daily stresses and
strains of life?

Is it possible that even reli-
gious beliefs matter?

MARS Installed At
Highlander Heights

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS — A newly constructed Military Af-
filiated Radio System (MARS) hookup for the 2nd Brigade is closing
the gap between the infantry soldier and home,

Telephone calls, relayed by radio, are now being sent to friends,
wives, and parents anywhere in the United States.

The major problem was gath-
ering the electronic equipment
but within 60 days the Collins
Radio Equipment especially de-
signed for.'MARS stations was
acquired from USARV in Sai-
gon.

Three days later a special
MARS team consisting of 1st
Lieutenant Owen F. Pharr of
Jacksonville. Fla., Staff Ser-
geant William Doherty of Wes-
chester, Pa., Specialists 4 Den-
nis Spiegelman of Iisllwiuagd,
Calif., and Edward Nestor

vital impqrtan—_ce t00.

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —
A spreading epdemic of bubonic
plague was quckly brought un-
der control by the alert efforts
of Captain Janes Shuster of Mil-
waukee, Wis.. & surgeon from
the Famvus Fighting Fourth’s
9nd Batalion (Mechanized), 8th
Infanty- -

The Mostagnard yillage of
piei Kong Brech, locaied seven
miles east i Camp Enari, re-
ceived Capftin Shuster’s life-
saving serull after it was re-
ported that light villagers had
died within atwo-day span. Fif-
teen others Vere in critical con-
dition with/painful, inflamed
lymph gland_a primary sym-
pton of the pgue.

Serm Given

Once antibitics, streptomycin
and tetracycne, were adminis-
tered by th Panther surgeon
and his med, Specialist 5 John
Smith of Hmen, N.Y., further
deaths werg and the

painful sufferi aw\r_igted.
st others,

In this case

the plague ransmitted by
fleas. Montaggds cook with a
wooden ﬁre,gﬂﬁgnd store food
in their hehps While eating,
scraps of fj «nd other par-
ticles fall in) and between the
matting of & wooden floors.
Rats are dign beneath the
floors for f food, and the

warmth fronbggh ~Tires and
the bodies o Nalopie attract
the fleas Fleas
spread bubg heteria and
their conta g tiec Montag-
nards usuall { the plague
epidemic. ' _
“‘Most of "glagers were 2
little skepti t need]es,d!l
shots,” Capi@\§ster explain-

ea,- “We Xad W4gnyince them
that the injectinSyere ' essen-
tial to life itsel’

S Hélpin

-~ Commanding General
Information Officer ...........

Many lives were saved be-
cause of the rapid implementa-
tion of the program.

Near Death

"We had one elderly man ling-
ering wear death with plague
when we.arrived,” the captain
recounted. “His vision was fail-
ing, he was umable to walk and
he generally apneared to be
hopeless in respect v g full re-
covery.

“He is up and around wnow,
however, and seems to be enjoy-
ing normal health. This came.as
a real pleasant surprise to us.”

The immunizations were ad-
ministered within two weeks to
more than 1,500 villagers; a trib-
ute goes to the Panther’s medi-
cal team and to the entire bat-
talion effort for both the power
of persuasion as well as its effi-
ciency.

New Orleans, came up to the
Highlander Brigade and went to
work setting up the system.

The first attempt to contact
“the world” was successful.
Now Highlanders and other
units serving with the 2nd Bri-
gade can place a call home by
merely submitting their name
and waiting for the MARS per-
sonnel to connect them with
their party.

The MARS station should be

of —aole 10 make over 300 calls a

month, almost 10 i
B b st 103 times more

i
< V"-t-{‘s

= for 3
" nweation 10 phene ¢y
station has MARS-grams

are messages of 25 words or less

and are free of charge,

“The primary mission of the
MARS program is to back up
military security in case of ra-
dio failure. The secondary mis-
sion and the one that gets the
greatest use is providing a call
home for the fighting Ivymen,”
stated Lieutenant Pharr,

The cost for making a MARS
call is charged to the receiving
party and the chaige begins
from the point where the MARS
station makes contact in the
states to the party. The wice of
a call may vary from 10 cel¢g tg
the maximum rate for thig
minutes and calls are limited to
one call per month per person.

If an emergency arises a five
minute call can be made, with
the help of the Red Cross.

“QOur aim is to be able to bring
in a few men from a unit each
day so they can say hello and let
their folks know they are well,”
said Sergeant Doherty.

By [N SRR
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“.. . and made hand slghals toward . .

mortars.”

. enemy’'s 82mm
(Artistry By SP4 Carson Waterman)

Golden Dragons’ Scout

Thu Died Death Of Hero

CAMP ENANR—During
the six months tjat Nguyen
Thu had serve¢ with the
Famous Fightilg Fourth
Division as a Kit Carson
scout, he had farnered a
fine reputation 8s an out-
(si'ganding profesional sol-

er.

The men of Alpha Com-
pany, 1st Batfalion, 14th
Infantry, knew, they could
depend upon lis cunnin
and courage al he mov
them through the heavy
jungle undergrwth of the
Central Highlinds. More
than once he had sensed
the presence ¢ an enemy
element which/might have
posed a deadly threat to the
Golden Dragors, and more
than once he had succeed-
ed in warning the Ameri-
cans of impending danger.

Thu was familiar with
all the indicatérs of enemy

Daily Walk Keeps Highway 14
Free Of Enemy Road Mines

Michasel O. Jones

-~ Highlandér Heights — As

P

the fog lifts each morning
near Kontum City, a group
of men is already on its
delicate trip to Dak To.
It’s their responsibility,
each day, to make sure
that Highway 14 is free of
mines and may be traveled
safely by civiians and
friendly military units.
They are members of Troop
B, 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry.
Staff Sergeant Augustine Peter-

mann of Salt Lake City, Utah, is
a platoon sergeant with the unit,

. and he has been sweeping the

Central Highlands for mines
ever since he joined the Famous
Fighting Fourth Division two
years ago when the 2nd Squad-
ron, 1st Cavalry came in-coun-
try.

“We get up early each morn-
ing and get ready to take that
long walk, It’s about 40 kilome-
ters from here to Dak To, and
someone has to be walking all
the time.

{‘The platoons split the job so
that we all walk just about éne-
fourth of the way.

“We have electric devices to
aid us in detecting mines, but
the most effective weapon by far
is still an alert soldier.

“You learn some of the ene-
my’s tricks after a while, and
you become aware of some of
the things that you need to look
for.

“A mine was spotted not long
ago by one of our men who no-
ticed there was a slight covering
of dust on some pebbles in the
road, and not on others.

“The gravel had been placed
in a hole in the road the day be-
fore, Evidently an enemy soldier
saw the ready-made hole, and
slipped a mine into if.

“Since December 20, 160
mines have been discovered on
the highway, so we have to be
even more careful than usual

_now that the enemy has stepped

up his aectivity.

| SP4 Andrew Koelbl

“One of our biggesi assets on
+he %pad, is {;ur Kit Carson scout.
He can tel
when a footprint was made. If it
was made in the early morning
we can be fairly sire a mine is
in the area.

According to Captain Daniel
Deeter, troop commander, Ser-
geant Petermann is one of the
best mine-sweepers he's ever
worked with.

“It takes patience, skill and
courage to do this kind of job.
Especially when a man does it
day after day.

Ar.h'stry By

re
within two hours Snipers someti

“We gei it willi'a-degree of
ularity. Nothing real big, but
%’aﬁ hang arounid

waiting for us.|

“We have armored vehicles
with us so that we're able to
handle whatever contact we en-
counter. If the contact is heavy
we call in gunchips.

“The first few days you're out
on that road before the sun is
very high it is a little eerie,”
Captain Deeter explained.

Sergeant Peiermann said,
“the walk is the same each day,
and you get used to it, but it
surely never gets boring.”

movement and could re-
cognize all Viet Cong and
NVA trail markings. Less
than a year ago, the thirty-
two-year-old Thu had been
a platoon leader with a hard-
core Viet Cong unit operat-
ing in the Bong Son area.
He served with the unit for
nearly four years.

Left Behind

A veteran of numerous
firefights initiated against
ARVN units, Thu was final-
ly wounded in action and
left by the communist
sympathizers to shift for
himself in the jungle. He
decided to Chieu Hoi and
later volunteered for the
Kit Carson Scout program.
After completing the rigor-
ous training he was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion,
14th Infantry, where he had
served since August 3, 1968,

Two weeks ago Nguyen
Thu was killed in action dur-
ing heavy contact with an
estimated NVA company.
His actions before his death
were instrumental in saving
many American lives.

Alpha Company, com-
manded by Captain Ronald
W. Allan of Toledo, Ohio,
Was on a reconnaissance in
force mission four kilometers
southwest of 'Polei Kleng,
when the lead platoon of the
company came face to face
with the point element of an
NVA company near the top
of a ridge line.

Moved To Point

Thu, whose usual position
was with the ‘company’s
headquarters eclement, that
day had been moving with
the point platoon. As initial
fires were exchanged and

both forces began pulling
back, Thu skirted the ridge
line and quickly evaluated
the enemy strategy.

Within minutes he raced
back to Captain Allan, who
was located near the middle
of the column formation, to
report the enemy positions.

But Thu was far too ex-
cited by what he saw to
speak coherently, so he had
to resort to sign language.
He held the palm of his hand
before Captain Allan and
drew a horseshoe shape with
the number “100” at the
top, indicating to Allan that
the NVA had pulled back
down the ridge and had pre-
pared a horseshoe-type peri-
meter composed of at least
100 men.

Allan reacted immediate-
ly, ordering his company
into a hasty perimeter de-
fensive position, and began
to call in artillery and air
strikes on the opposite side
of the ridge.

Tubes Silenced

Meanwhile Thu raced back to
the top of the ridge and made
hand gestures toward the direc-
tion of the enemy’s 82mm
mortars whose rounds were
raining down on Alpha Com-
pany. Eventually the tubes

,ﬁm e silenced and the NVA

) e Contacy, Icaving 18 of
their dead behind.

Thu then moved over the
ridge and began to police up
NVA weapons, packs, and equip-
ment. As he moved forward to
check an NVA body for docu-
ments, he was killed by a
sniper’s bullet.

Nguyen Thu had proved his
courage and his devotion to his
American friends for the last
time. Last week his body was
returned to Bong Son, where he
was given a hero’s burial.
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Tough Assignment Now
As Always For Caralry

Here, A Blackhawk APC Heads Into The Fast Moving Dak Pyunh River.

A

R

Tanks And APCs Leave Blackhawk Headed For Highway 19E.

B -

Blackhawks Pause To Mark 136th Anniversary =

By SFC Ben Casey
IREBASE BLACKHAWK — One of
the oldest tactical units in the United
States Army paused briefly from its task
of guarding Highway 19E to observe its
136th Anniversary.

The unit, 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry,
was organized in 1833 and has been active
since that time except for a brief period
between World War II and the Korean
conflict. :

During the brief ceremony at their
Blackhawk headquarters, 17 men were
presented medals for valor and meritorious
service by the Famous Fighting Fourth
Division’s Commanding General, Major
General Donn R. Pepke,

And while the Division band played
the familiar Cav song, “The Yellow Rose
of Texas,” General Pepke, accompanied
by Lieutenant Colonel Richard A. Miller,
squadron commander, inspected the con-
tingent of troops formed for the ceremony.

In recounting the glorious history  of
the 1st Cavalry, Colonel Miller noted that
“our mission here in the Central Highlands
is much like that of the 1st Cavalry of
yesteryear.”

During the early development years of
the United States, the 1st Cavalry was or-
ganized primarily for protecting the West-
ern Frontier from Indian attacks on set-
tlers. Its duties ranged from escorting
wagon trains across the plains to guarding
forts and towns in the turbulant west.

Today, 136 years later, the men of
the 1st Cavalry are performing the same
job—guarding the vital supply route be-
tween Pleiku and Qui Nhon and providing
escort for the many units utilizing the
roads and highways between Qui Nhon and
the Cambodian border.

The Vietnam conflict is not the first for

| Photography By SP5 Robert G. Frechette, SP4 John

All Hands Are Alert When The Cav Makes A Sweep.

the Cav. It has been involved in more
campaigns than any other unit in the U.S.
Army, having over 70 campaign streamers
on its regimental  colors.

The Blackhawks have earned streamers
for the Mexican War, the Civil War, Indian
War and World War II. Several of the
streamers from the earlier wars are in-
scribed with the same ‘dates, but with dif-
ferent battlesites, indicating that the unit
had troops opertaing in several areas dur-
ing a single conflict,

In 1933, the 1st Cavalry marked another
first in their long history. Having been the
first horse unit organized, the unit became
the first U.S. Army unit to become fully
mechanized. It has served with three of
the four armored divisions active today.
THE MEN OF the 2nd Squadron, 1st

Cavalry, have kept the Cav tradition
and heritage intact. Since arriving in Viet-
nam August 9, 1967, the unit has bolstered
the Famous Fighting Fourth’s ability in
securing the Central Highlands, especially
the vital supply routes.

Anyone travelling to Blackhawk head-
quarters along Highway 19E will note the
armored might of the 1st Cavalry guarding
the bridges and roadway against any enemy
attack. Troops of the unit are also instru-
mental in ridding the highway of attempt-
ed mine planting by the enemy.

Colonel Miller noted in closing, “Even
though our mounts are different, the tactics
are the same as in the early days. In those
days it was the seftlers who were being
attacked by the Indians. Today, we guard
beleaguered villages and roadways from at-
tacks by the Viet-gomad

He also concluded, “In wishing us a
happy birthday, we should.do it in the same
tradition of thobe who preceded us. We
hav~ o oyeat heritage.” . . ;

T —

Uhlar And PFC John D. War@}gc
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v's Big Tanks Is Moved. Into Position Along Highway
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Kill Eight Enemy

Bisons’ Choppers Deadly

By SP4 David Himmel

OASIS — The swift-reacting
pilots from the Famous Fighting
Fourth Division’s Troop D, 1st
Squadron, 10th Cavalry, repelled
an attack on a Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) camp
and netted eight enemy dead in
the bargain.

While conducting a sweep op-
eration southwest of Plei Mrong
the camp became pinned down

by a barrage of B40 and auto-
matic weapons fire from an esti-
mated NVA platoon firing from
bunkers, They needed support
fast.

“We were performing a visual
near Plei D’jereng when the call
came over the radio explaining
the situation,” recalled Major
William C. Schweitzer, Delta
Troop commanding officer, who
was flying lead for the VR.

Division

Spelunkers

Keeping In Practice

0OASIS — The men of the Famo‘us Fighting Fourth Division’s
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry, are slowly becoming geologists in

their pursuit of the NVA.

The Cacti Blue have been sweeping the rugged slopes of the
Chu Prong Mountains 11 miles south of Kontum in an effort to deny
the 24th NVA Regiment a previously impregnable sanctuary.

Accumulating intelligence re-
ports had long indicated that the
unique cave and rock formations
of the Chu<Prong held an enemy
base camp.’

Intelligenice soon  became
knowledge when the Cacti Blue
swept through a rock-filled ra-
vine containing what was be-
lieved to have been an NVA bat-
talion-sized aid station. Con-
centrating their sweep in the
area of the find, the elements of
the battalion were alerted for
any similar rock formations.

Find Fortress

Two days later, their efforts
were rewarded when the Recon-
naissance Platoon crested a hill
and walked down into a ravine
filled with boulders up to 20 feet
in diameter. Climbing down into
the numerous holes and crevices
the Recon Platoon discovered a
fortress 200 meters long capable
of holding an NVA Battalion.

The complex contained many
rooms ranging in size from two-
man sleeping positions to an am-
phitheater, capable of seating a
company-sized force. One por-
tion of the network had three
levels of rooms. Water was pro-
vided by an underground stream
that ran the length of the ravine.
Bamboo poles and ladders had
been constructed to provide es-
cape routes and easy access
from one level to another.

“In certain corridors we could
stand up, while in others we had
to stoop to get through,” stated
Recon Platoon Sergeant James
F. | Tibbit of Leesville, La.,
“Some of the entrances were so
narrow only the smallest men in
our platoon could get through.”

Recently Used
No enemy resistance was met

Help From
Litile Girl

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —
A little Montagnard girl who
was always on Highway 14 near
her village of Dien Binh to meet
the daily mine sweeping team
waved a little more emphat-
ically one day and the team
stopped to see what she was
anxious about.

The men from Troop B, 2nd
Squadron, 1st Cavalry stopped
to invesfigate and discovered
two VC wooden type mines
nlaced in the road.

tarrSeraaant Augustin Peter-
mann of Salt LakKe Gty Utah, a
member of the troop, said “We
waved to her every day; I guess
that kind of friendship pays off.”

during the search of the com-
plex. Artillery preparation fires
in the area had apparently fore-
warned the NVA of an impend-
ing sweep, and they had fled.

“Bomb strikes might have
shaken them up a good deal,”
said Sergeant Tibbit, “But the
only thing that could dig them
out of those caves would be an
infantry unit on the ground.”

The pursuit of the NVA contin-
ues in the Chu Prong mountain
area as the 2nd Battalion, 35th
Infantry and other elements of
the 3rd Brigade remain locked
on the enemy.

Arriving over the contact area
the Light Observation Helicop-
ters (LOH) marked the enemy
position, which gave the Cobras,
flying cover above them, targets
at which t¢ expend their lethal
ordnance.

When the firing died down the
LOHs went back in to assess the
damage and discovered the ene-
my had fled, leaving behind two
dead.

Scouting the area by air, the
shamrock pilots spotted 15 more
NVA a short distance away.

Fire was exchanged, bringing

the total NVA killed to eight.

“We are in the air during the
majority of the daylight hours,”’
said Major Schweitzer. “It is
our job to lerd support as fast as
possible to aty of the squadron’s
ground elemgnts whenever and
wherever it i3 needed.”

This is a fact of life for the
men of the 1st Squadron, 10th
Cavalry. It is a lesson that
Charlie has had to learn the
hard way.

General’s Aide

Specialisi 4 David K.
Meyercord of Dallas, Tex.,
was selected as the Com-
manding General’s enlisted
aide for the week.

Specialist Meyercord is a
team leader with Company
C, 2nd Battalion, 35th In-
fantry. Prior to entering the
Army he was a student at
Dartmouth College, major-
ing in History. He plans to
go to law seboo! upon com-
pleting his service commit-
ment. -

‘ e h
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d Refreshe#

Nothing tastes better than wator especially on a hot day in
the Central Highlands. This Cacti Green soldier from the 1st
Battalion, 35th Infantry, dips his canteen inte a cool mountain
stream and waits patiently for it to fill so that he can add

purification tablets and fake a drink.
(USA Photo By SP4 John R

Quirte Surprises Colonel, Not Cacti Blue

0QASIS — The astonished colo-
nel looked with amazement as
he was introduced to the combat
hero, a massive German shep-
herd.

Colonel Richard L. Gruenther,
commander of the Famous
Fighting Fourth Division’s 3rd
Brigade, had requested a meet-

ing with Quirte, the 2nd Battal-
ion, 35th Infaniry, ‘soldier’ who
had killed threé¢ NVA to save the
lives of two of his fellow in-
fantrymen in a firefight in the
Chu Prong Mgeuntain range
southeast of Kontum.

While the Czcti Blue’s Com-
pany B was engaged in contact,

Colonel Gruenther’s helicopter
was hovering over the battle
area and the 3rd Brigade com-
mander was interested by the
radio reports from the ground
which were praising Quirte’s ac-
tions.

So when Colonel Gruenther
visited Landing Zone (LZ) Va-

“Quirte And Friends Were Separated From The Company And Spent Five
Hours In a Cave As Friendly Airstrikes Pounded Enemy Bunker Com-
plexes.”

lentine, the battalion firebase,
he asked Lieutenant Colonel
James E. Price, 2nd Battalion,
35th Infantry commander, to ar-
range for him to meet Quirte.

That’s when Colonel Gruen-
ther was treated to his surprise.
He was directed to a bunker and
there was Quirte—a German
shepherd. “Naturally, I was a
bit surprised,” commented a
smiling Colonel.

It was then explained to Colo-
nel Gruenther that Quirte’s han-
dler, Specialist 4 Randy Harri-
tan of Wilmington, N. C., was
the soldier responsible for the
heroic deeds.

Actually, the colonel’s bewil-
derment was quite under-
standable. Unknown to anyone
else, the name Quirte and that
of his handler have become sy-
nonymous to Bravo Company.

Specialist Harritan and Quirte
were part of a Company B pa-
trol which had come under ene-
my fire. When the NVA fire pin-
ned down the first two members
of the patrol, Specialist Harritan
opened fire with his M16 and
killed three NVA, aiding the oth-
er two soldiers, one of whom
had lost his weapon while evad-
ing the enemy fire.

The three soldiers and Quirte
then were separated from the
company and spent five hours in
a cave as friendly airstrikes
pounded enemy bunker com-
plexes.

Colonel Gruenther was
pleased to meet Specialist Harri-
tan for more than one reason. “‘I
not only wanted to congratulate
the soldier for a job well done,
but I wanted to make sure the
German shepherd hadn’t killed
three enemy with an M16. That
would have really been a story,”
lfaughed the (:qlone!. ”_____‘__(
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By CPT David R. Fabian

Lieutenant X had bheen extensively trained as a
recon specialist in North Vietnam prior to his infiltration
south. After serving four months in South Vietnam with
the 320th Regiment Recon Company, as a Master Ser-
geant, he received a battlefield commission and became
the executive officer of the 19th Recon Company, 320th
Regiment, 1st NVA Battalion, He participated in the
battles of Chu Do, Chu Ben, and Hill 800 in Kontum
Province in 1968. In late summer his unit was moved
further south toward Ban Me Thuot. While on a recon
mission, he was found wounded by an alert 4th Division
LRP team.

PART VI
(.I DON'T KNOW HOW you could convince other NVA
soldiers that ARVNSs do not kilPor torture prisoners.
One way might be to let some NVA captured by ARVN
return to their units. However, I think that if I were
released and went back to rejoin my unit I would be
watched very closely at all times. . . .

“The only soldiers who enjoy being in the NVA are
the young hot-blooded ones. Most of us are merely
draftees who do not enjoy the struggle. We do grow ac-
customed to some of the hardships. We don’t care
about not getting paid, for example, because there would
be nowhere to spend the money. Very frequently we
are faced with food and equipment shortages, which

& 1)

“The North Vietnamese soldier?fs superior to the
ARVN., but the ARVN can rely oa' artillery support.
The American soldier is strong apd more intelligent
than the NVA soldier, but he i¢ nst familiar with the
terrain of the countryside, whichegleel is a marked dis-
advantage. The US soldier is also very noisy when
navigating the terrain.

“I do not know if we are trying to force Communism
on South Vietnam or not. I don’t think this war can be
won by military might. The military activities are
merely in support of the political struggle. Yes, I have
heard of the peace talks over radio, Hanoi, but I have
no opinion regarding them. I think the only answer is a
North Vietnam and a South Vietnam, There are just
too many differences on each side., Once divided the
country should be controlled by an International Com-
mission at the DMZ, The UN cannot control it since they
would over-simplify the problem as Communism versus
the Free World. '

GI WAS STILL IN North Vietnam when last year’s Tet

offensive started. According to radio reports, the
NVA had achieved great victories. After my infiltration
I saw that it was quite the opposite, . . . The people in
North Vietnam are like the deaf and the blind — they
are not aware of what is actually gaing on, they believe
only in what the communists tell them.

“Qur leaders are speaking errongously, they are lying
to us. Yet if we refuse to fight our families will be
harassed by the government. I would suggest that you

Lt X Tells Personal Thoughts

exploit this type of propaganda. Nothing of the truth is
broadcast to the North Vietnamese people or the NVA
soldiers so the facl that our families are being harassed
cannot affect the morale of our troops. . . .

“I have heard ef the Chieu Hoi program but I do not
know exactly what it is. I also heard a little about it
from one of the airplanes, but I and my men paid little
attention to it since the voice sounded so insincere. I
have also seen lots of the psyops leaflets but they
seemed to make little impression on the NVA soldiers.

F THE AMERICANS WERE to let the South Viet-

namese put the ideas into poetry the leaflets would

be much more successful, The Vietnamese are a very

poetic people. I and all the men in my unit knew the

lines to one of the poems used by the South Vietnamese.

The best way to tell of good will is through poetry, and
we thought of these lines very often:

Since 1 have been away from you while following

my comrades into Laos and then in Central Vietnam
along mountain trails, being sunburned by the sun
near the coastal area, I have suffered all kinds of -
hardships. The age of youth is similar to a blossom
of a flower. Due to the cost of peace we do not fear
difficulties. During six months of day movement and
night rest I have worn my boot soles and shirt
collars. . , . Oh, wise Mother, I remember our home.

In the evening our house is covered by the shadow

of the sweet melon vine and I am sorry that my

hand has committed a crime.

definitely affects troop morale,

Enemy Attack Doesn't Stop Lady Physician

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —
For a longer time than histo-
rians dare estimate, Montag-
nards have lived in a primitive
culture that tolerated disease as
a normal part of life.

Their attempts to ease suffer-

ing and cure sickness were ham-
pered by their lack of medical
knowledge. Little that was con-
structive was accomplished in
their treating of disease.

“I' came to Vietnam to treat
the sick and the poor, and the

.

Pretty And Efficient

Montagnards were certainly the
sickest and the poorest in Kon-
tum Province,” said Dr. Pat
Smith.

Ten years ago as a young and
progressive female doctor from
Seattle, Wash. Dr. Smith de-

P

Miss Cathy Morris, a registered nurse from New York, prepares a syringe with serum for a
patient’s injection in Dr. Pat Smith's hospital outside Kontum City. The 22-yéar-old nurse
has been working with the Montagnards in Kontum Province for the last 4 months, The
Famous Fighting Fourth Division's 2nd Brigade provides medical supplies and assistance
whenever they are available to help Dr. Smith’s work in the Central Highlands.

(USA Photo By SP5 Mike Cobb)

cided to dedicate her medical
knowledge to the needy of Viet-
nam.

“It seemed obvious te me that
the Montagnards needed the
most help,” Dr. Smith recalled.

She established the Kontum
City Catholic Mission in 1959 and
began her treatment of the sick.
From the beginning she was
confronted with problems. She
was forced to travel to each vil-
lage to treat her new patients.
The NMontagnards, at first, not
certain they could trust the
light-skinned Westerner, soon,
after a few experiences with the
new doctor, believed, trusted
and respected her.

New Facility

From the young doctor’s lone-
ly travels between hamlets there
has now evolved a 140-patient
hospital and a busy out-patient
clinic.

Originally, Dr. Smith had
planned to stay in Vietnam for
two years.

“I had hardly scratched the
surface in two years,” she re-
called. “And I was so depressed
about the amount of disease
which confronted the Montag-
nard people; I felt I must stay
and do whatever I could.”

Constructing a hospital four
kilometers outside of Kontum
City, Dr. Smith started her rig-
orous new career of treating
Montagnards — a task which not
only meant giving up the con-
veniences of home, but one

which also demanded a 24-hour~

working day — seven days a
week.

The hospital was untouched by
NVA or VC for six years — then
came the 1968 TET offensive.
There were no limits to the ene-
my’s violence during that peri-
od, and Dr. Smith’s hospital was
partially destroyed, patients
killed and a German nurse cap-
tured.

‘““At about three that morning
I was awakened by the sound of
fire from the enemy around the
hospital and American helicop-
ters in the air above. I wasn’t
too worried for it had happened
many times before and it would
usually end in a few minutes,

“All fell silent again and I
thought it was over — then I
heard one of the patients

scream. I was about to go check

and the explosions started. The
enemy was throwing satchel
charges into the hospital.

“Finally, I heard our dogs
bark at the far corner of the
Proper}ylagd I figured they had
gone. oft @3 y»nn
damages. I found tﬂ?t {'Ref!ﬁﬁg
killed my lab assistant with a
satchel charge and destroyed
the lab.

“Also they had selected four
patients, three women and a
small boy, and had shot them in
front of the hospital. Luckily
they were only wounded and we
were able to save them. I also
noticed my German nurse So-
nata was missing and according
to the Montagnards, she had
been taken prisoner.

“The next morning we packed
our equipment and moved fto
Kontum City, where the Catholic
Diocese gave us an abandened
school to set-up another hospital,
the hospital we are presently us-
lng.“

Through the years, Dr. Smith
has mastered the Montagnard
dialect, Bahnar, which has al-
lowed her and a handful of assis-
tants to train numerous Viet-
namese and Montagnards as
nurses and aides.

‘““They started as maids,
cleaners and carpenters and
we've trained them in the medi-
cal field to become competent
and valuable assistants,” Dr.
Smith explained.

Needs Supplies

At the present time the hospi-
tal receives supplies from vari-
ous sources. According to Dr.
Smith, most of the supplies are
procured through contributions,
“we’ll accept anything from
anybody.”

The 2nd Brigade Highlanders
provide whatever medical sup-
plies they have in excess.

Another source of aid from the
Highlanders is Captain Hyman
Miller of Brooklyn, N.Y., a 2nd
Brigade surgeon. According jo

_-Dr. Smith, Dr. Miller does most
of the surgery.

“I help whenever I can get a
few hours off my normal
duties," said. Dr. Miller. “Dr.
Smith is doing an outstanding
job and has kept up on all the
medical developments back in
the States.

“I thank the 2nd Brigade for
its MEDCAPs,” Dr. Smith con-
cluded. “Without them I would
still have to visit the distant vil-
lages, and I just don’t have the
lime. As itis now, American sol-
diers help by ftreating villagers
away from the city.”
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Kill 4 NVA

Change Mission

y PFC Thomas W. Baker
CAMP ENARI — It was mid-morning when Charlie Troop, 7th
Squadron, 17th Cavalry, under the operational control of the Famous
Fighting Fourth Infantry Division, was momentarily sidetracked

from its primary mission.

The Ruthless Riders were initially slated to perform a routine
bomb damage assessment mission over an area 38 kilometers north-

west of Kontum,

The temporary diversion, how-
ever, paid off in a handsome
dividend for the air troop as
they chalked up four quick kills.

As the command and control
ship from Charlie Troop, com-
manded by Major Jerry G. Led-
sford of Kingsport, Tenn., wing-
ed toward a suspected enemy
105mm artillery emplacement

“which had been pounded earlier

by air strikes and Fourth Divi-
sion artillery fire, Chief Warrant
Officer Robert Mitchells of
Xenia, Ohio, spotted seven NVA
soldiers moving through the
open terrain. -

“*On the first pass,” said CWO
Mitchells, “I noticed they were

Attack Is

Fruitless

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —

When the NVA shattered the
oty un.uumg quiet on Landing

Zone (LZ) Incoming; west of
Kontum, with accurate mortar
fire, they received both a little
more and a little less than they
bargained for.

A 2nd Brigade Ranger team
on a nearby hill watched and
counted 40 deadly accurate mor-
tar hits on the LZ. The Famous
Fighting Fourth team called in
devastating artillery fire on the
NVA position.

Instant artillery on their heads
was more than they expected.

They would also have been
surprised to discover that the
hill was not occupied. Their at-
tack was futile. Alpha Company,
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, had
pulled out just hours before the
mortar barrage.

armed with AK47s and dressed
in short pants and khaki shirts.”

Mr. Mitchells then made a cir-
cular swoop over the clearing
while Major Ledsford double-
checked to insure that friendly
troops were not in the area.

On the second pass only two
NVA were spotted. They were
lurking behind trees at the edge
of the clearing and did not flre
on the aircraft.

Ledsford directed another
quick visual recon of the area
and then decided to call in
Cobra gunships and air strikes.

Four Cobras, piloted by 1st
Lieutenant Royal Latshaw and
Warrant Officers John Ever-
hart, Charles McMills and Rich-
ard Schuler, made several pas-
ses over the area, raking the
tree line with rockets and min-
igun fire.

Major Ledsford continued to
direct the Cobra strikes. Mr.
Mitchells finally noticed an NVA
body.

“I see one NVA mear the edge
of the elearing,”” CWO-Mitchells
reported.

‘“Your’re looking real good,
Cobras; make one more pass,”
coaxed Major Ledsford.

Another pass followed, and
four NVA bodies were spotted.

Specialist 4 Arthur Rielly of
Bellerose, N.Y., then noticed
what appeared to be cave en-
trances near the point of con-
tact. He pointed them out to Ma-
jor Ledsford, who called in Sky-
raiders to drop their payload on
the area.

The Cav Troop then went on to
perform their primary mission.
For good measure they spotted
not only the destroyed 105mm
artillery piece, but some vehicle
tracks which had been made
within the past 48 hours.

Letter From Home

Not blessed with all the comforts of home, this Famous Fourth Division soldier from the

st Battalion, 35th Infantry, nevertheless relaxes with the most important thing in his life
—a letter from home. Although a portion of his thoughts are probably a million miles

away, this Radio Telephone Operator (RTO) keeps in constant contact with the operations
(USA Photo By SP4 John Ryan)

of his unit.

Experience Is Best Teacher

-

For Third Brigade Infantrymen—

By §P4 John Rowe

QASIS — If a combat soldier
in the Famous Fighting Fourth
Division’s 3rd Brigade tells you
he is also a ‘“‘school teacher,”
believe him, *= a way, he is.

As part of a recently instituted
program, battalions within the
3rd Bngade are gquestioning the
“teachers,” soldiers returning
from the field, in hopes that

Medics Give Immediate Aid...

(Continued From Page 1)
in the Highlander’s area of oper-
ation.

“We treat civilians, ARVN sol-
diers, our own troops and enemy
soldiers who are wounded,”
Captain Leiner reported.

“QOur duties and capabilities
are quite diverse. We take care
of sick call here. We have labo-
ratory, x-ray, and dental facil-
ities as well.

“Qur facilities are used by
other hospitals in the area and
we often consult with other doc-
tors when they request our pro-
fessional opinion,” Captain Lei-
ner said.

Major surgery is seldom per-
formed by the doctors at the aid

Artillery Pounds
NVA Positions

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS —
Landing Zone (LZ) Mile High
fired 11,000 105mm rounds in a
month, which amounts to a
“‘shot, over” every four minutes.

This high total doesn’t include
the rounds of 42mm and 8lmm
mortar fire which also bomb-
arded the enemy.

The 4th Battalion, 42nd Artil-
lery, which fired these rounds
from Mile High, received 328 in-
coming enemy rounds during
the same period.

station, but if it’s necessary to
save a life the doctors operate
without hesitation.

One Too
Many...

(Continued From Page 1)
fire from the Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) camp at
Ben Het, 23 kilometers away.

The CIDER FAC reported two
secondary explosions below.
Shortly a check fire was called
and the 1st Brigade’s Hum-
mingbird 3, piloted by Warrant
Officer Homer Bentley of At-
lanta, Ga., dropped down to take
a closer look. He reported nu-
merous bunkers and one 105mm
gun destroyed.

CIDER then notified Mr. Bent-
ley that he cuuld see people run-
ning on the oppusite side of the
hill. Mr. Bentley swung over to
that side and immediately re-
ceived small arms fire.

More artillery was called in
and over the radio came the CI-
DER FACs cheerful report,
“Got another secondary.”

One 105mm was confirmed de-
stroyed . . . and all is now quiet
on LZ 20.

“A Montagnard woman had
been shotin the abdomen by the
enemy and she was in critical
condition when she got here. She

wouldn’t have lived long enough
to reach the 71st Evac so we op-
erated.

“It was a five-hour operation,
and quite complicated, but we
were able to save her life.

“] couldn’t say exactly how
many patients we could process
in one day, but I would estimate

that we could handle approxi-.

mately 150. We’d have to work
24 hours a day, but we wouldn’t
be forced to give up any quality
of care for that quantity of
patients.

“Let’s just be happy that that
sort of circumstance has never
presented itself,” Captain Lei-
ner said. |

“We're really a combination

of clinic a) ergency room, if
we're cogmpred to a civilian
hospital. MEDCAPS, DEN-

TCAPS, and that sort of activity
provide services much the same
as a cliniein the States. But our
primary mission is to aid-the
soldiers who are injured on the
battlefield.™

The men who had just been
treated and Were now cn their
way to the 71st Eyacuation Hos-
pital and recovery were more
than grateful that the primary
mission had bheen :uccessfuily
completed.

- communications,

‘a team leader, said:

their experiences will further
educate the ‘‘students,” fellow
infantrymen preparing for com-
bat missions.

The returning soldiers are
quizzed about difficulties and
successes in their recently com-
pleted mission and their an-
swers are compiled into after-
action reports. The reports are
then made available to com-

panies ready to head for the

field.
Should Help

““This program should turn out
to be quite profitable,” said
Colonel Richard L. Gruenther,
3rd Brigade commander. *“We
hope it will better prepare the
individual soldier for anything
he might encounter in combat.”

After-action reports, accord-
ing to Captain David H. Dodd,
who is responsible for putting
the reports together at the bri-
gade level, are broken down into
six categories, ranging from
leadership to tactics.

Other. ““school’’ topics include
weapons, Kit
Carson scouts and fire support.

There are no hooky players
within the companies. From the
company commander down to the
private first class, all returning
troops are questioned. Their an-
swers come in the form of ad-
vice, giving the “do’s and
don’ts’”’ of warfare.

Responding to. leadership is
important in combat, say the
“‘teachers.” As one Specialist 4,
“You have
to make sure the people under
you do as you tell them. They
have to move when told because
their support is vitally neces-
sary.” A company commander
added: ‘““‘Experienced NCOs are
a must.”

Keep Communications

A corporal, who serves as a
radio telephone operator (RTO),
feels “the most important and
key requirement for an RTO is
being able to keep commu-
nications. If you find yourself in

a situation such as an enemy

contact, the outcome could be in:

your hands.”

Concerning the subject of
weapons, a rifleman and an M60
gunner both emphasized that a
soldier “must keep the ammuni-
tion ‘where it is easy to get.”

A platoon leader had praise
for the Vietnamese Kit Carson
scouts for American units. “Use
the advice of a Kit Carson scout.
He knows what is going on.”

Fire support can be of valu-
able assistance to an infantry
company and many of the in-
fantrymen stress there should
be as much artillery support as
possible. One soldier said the
81mm mortar is the ‘“‘most effec-
tive support.”

Most Important

Questions concerning tactics
conclude the combat veterans’
schooling and, judging by the
answers, this sub]ect is the most
important.

One platoon leader offers the
following advice: “Stay on high

. ground when ipossible. Do not *
~ move on; trails.

hen'

into an area make sure it is ‘se-

“cure.

Other troops emphasized" that
all bunker complexes should be
checked thoroughly, a steady

rate of fire should come right af-

ter the initial contact, and ev-
eryone sheuld keep well spread
out.

One thing is certain. The 3rd
Brigade soldiers figure to broad-
en their “education’ in the com-
ing weeks from the lessons
taught by their “teachers

oving .
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